A Bigger and Better Four-engined Plane     in
even with full power unless several loads of snow were
brought and spread over the ground.
The tail heaviness was corrected and various other
minor adjustments were made, and late in January the
plane was in good order and quickly demonstrated the
fine characteristics of the four-engined type. While
the " Grand " showed the possibilities of such aircraft,
in the " Ilia Mourometz" these distinctive qualities
became a reality. During February and March, 1914,
the plane made a large number of successful flights.
On February nth, it took off with sixteen persons on
board, making a new world record for the greatest
number of passengers. A few other world records were
established, but more important were the vital engin-
eering results that were achieved. This plane marked
the end of a period of experimentation. While there
was obviously a road open for further refinement in
almost every respect, yet the " Ilia Mourometz " was a
serviceable transport aircraft ready for practical use.
During the months of February and March the
flights created much interest in Petrograd. A large
number of visitors began to come to the field to inspect
the plane. Many members of the Government, as well
as of the Douma, visited the ship on their own account
and at the invitation of Mr. Shidlovsky. He was glad
to show this answer to the critics and doubters who had
predicted failure. The old aeroplane box with win-
dows and a stove was again placed in service. This time
it was arranged as a tea-room. When waiting for a
flight, it proved to be an excellent place to spend the
time with a glass of tea and the friendly and cosy noise
of a samovar. This aeroplane box, due to its proximity
to interesting work, became in some respects a strange